

NEW LONDON VILLAGE COUNCIL

Regular Meeting – Monday, May 11, 2026 @ 7 p.m.

Mayor Toby Thomas called the meeting to order. He then gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll call was then taken with the following members present: Crabbs, Anderson, Gerlak, Hess, Roeder and Fannin.  
Also present: Marvin McCallister, Ellen Simmons, Joe Hicks, Natalie Schulte, Taylor Ingraham and Shawn Pickworth. 
Toby Thomas asked for approval of the agenda. Crabbs made a motion to approve the agenda. Roeder seconded the motion. Roll call – All ayes; No one opposed. 
The minutes from the April 27, 2026 regular meeting were then presented for approval. Crabbs made a motion to approve the minutes. Roeder seconded the motion. Roll call – All ayes; No one opposed.

Toby Thomas asked if there were any public questions or statements. 
Ellen Simmons announced that May 4th was the 100th birthday of the New London Rotary Club. 
Toby Thomas called for a report from the Administrator. 
Shawn Pickworth presented the following report:

Water 
· Crews once again will begin this year’s auxiliary water source inspections in April. The schedule is on our website. This is a requirement. 

· Continue to install new meters. We encourage anyone that receives a meter installation tag to make an appointment. 
Wastewater

· New London Ave. Project – all pipe in the ground. Project restoration is in progress. Paving to happen any day now. Contractor keeps getting delayed.  
Storm Sewers
· No major issues. 
Street 

· Potholes – Please feel free to contact our office if you see one that is not getting addressed. 419-929-4091. Crews have been out trying to address potholes. The streets have taken a beating over the winter. Please feel free to report any major holes to the office.
· Pre-construction meeting was held on April 28, 2026. Construction is going to start soon, weather permitting. 
Other

· Attended a CDBG County Allocation kick off meeting in Norwalk. Pre -applications are due tomorrow. We are submitting 2. One application is for resurfacing of East Hooker and Lincoln Streets. One is an application for the purchase of new Fire Hydrants needed throughout the Village. 

· Village Team met with representatives from Coles Energy and project managers from Janotta & Herner concerning the new Mickey Mart Project. The Village has work along St. Rt. 60 that needs to be completed before the project. Work is being scheduled. Also, the Village had concerns about the size of storm that was proposed in the project plans. The company has agreed to increase the size of pipe to Village recommendations. 

· Village Team met with project managers from Janotta & Herner on the Firelands Federal Credit Union site. The Village has a watermain that goes through the property that will need to be abandoned. Village crews are scheduling the work. 

· Attended the OPWC/Small Government yearly kickoff meeting on Friday. Applications are due by September 1, 2026. The Village does intend on submitting an application. 

· Met with Joe Thomas and Playground inspectors Friday, May 8, 2026. We expect the written report this week. It is not good. 

· Income Survey – some residents will be receiving a letter in the mail from OHM Advisors Engineering. Please fill these forms out and drop them back into the mail. The results of this survey will allow the Village to be eligible for funding through the CDBG funding program. We need 300 responses from the Village to complete this project. 

· Would like to schedule a zoning workshop to strengthen the zoning ordinance concerning junk vehicles.

John Gerlak asked Shawn about the playground inspection. Shawn explained what things are wrong with the playground equipment and he discussed replacing the equipment and the cost of doing so. Shawn assured council once the inspector’s report was returned, there would be further discussion on this topic.
Toby Thomas then called for a report from police.
Police Chief Joe Hicks had nothing to report.

Toby Thomas then called for a report from fire.

John Chapin was absent but had emailed members of council the following activities the fire department participated in:
	
	TIME 
	TIME
	RUN
	
	

	DATE
	START
	END
	#
	EVENT
	LOCATION

	4/1/2026
	0700
	0720
	
	Submit March runs to SFM
	Station

	4/1/2026
	1832
	1913
	36
	Odor investigation, nothing found
	135 NL Ave

	4/4/2026
	1632
	1656
	37
	Auto fire alarm, canceled enroute
	6122 Cook Rd

	4/8/2026
	1900
	2000
	
	Monthly meeting
	Station

	4/9/2026
	2037
	2104
	38
	Stove fire, out before arrival
	122 Pearl St

	4/11/2026
	0800
	1500
	
	Heavy Rescue, extrication classes
	HC Fairgrounds

	4/13/2026
	0700
	0740
	
	Application for Proceeds Board sent
	Station

	4/15/2026
	1240
	1311
	39
	2 vehicle MVC, no injuries
	Fayette & Exchange

	4/15/2026
	1800
	1900
	
	Phoenix Outfitters measured for 9 sets of gear
	Station

	4/15/2026
	1900
	2030
	
	Cleaned station, trucks, 48 new fire hoses in service
	Station

	4/15/2026
	1939
	2013
	40
	EMS assist with Citizens Ambulance
	340 Monroe Rd

	4/16/2026
	1300
	1345
	
	LEPC quarterly meeting
	EMA

	4/16/2026
	2026
	2054
	41
	CO detector alarming, nothing found
	575 Fitchville River

	4/22/2026
	0637
	1035
	42
	Semi off road, assist extrication, hazmat
	3928 TL 187

	4/22/2026
	1744
	1850
	43
	Single vehicle MVC, controlled traffic
	1500 Fitchville River

	4/23/2026
	0455
	0733
	44
	2 vehicle MVC, oil on roadway, controlled traffic
	US RT 250 & St Rt 13

	4/23/2026
	1100
	1140
	
	911 TAC meeting
	EMA

	4/25/2026
	0542
	0735
	45
	House trailer fire, fully engulfed at arrival
	23 Westwood Dr

	4/25/2026
	1928
	2015
	46
	Dryer vent fire
	75 Grant St

	4/27/2028
	0850
	1020
	
	Investigate fire with SFM investigator
	23 Westwood Dr

	4/28/2026
	0023
	0058
	47
	EMS assist with Citizens Ambulance
	4344 Cook Rd

	4/30/2026
	0900
	1330
	
	Touch a Truck with preschool
	School


There are currently two firefighters in class at EHOVE.
Toby Thomas called for a report from the ambulance.
Steve Roeder shared April ambulance statistics. He also explained that the renewal levy the ambulance service had on the May ballot failed so they are trying to determine next steps. 
Toby Thomas then called for a report from recreation.
Joe Thomas was absent but had emailed the following report to members of council.

· It was opening weekend at the reservoir this past weekend. Everything went well.
· We had to fix a sewer blockage last week at the reservoir at one of the camp sites. I want to thank Brian Cucco for the help.

· We had a playground inspection done by playground equipment services. We will have an official report for you as soon as we receive it. There is a lot to think about and do to the playground.

· We did get the new drag for the horse arena up and working. I think it is going to do a nice job. The drag was purchased by the nonprofit. If things would dry up it would help a bit. 

· The depot floor has been replaced due to water damage which was an insurance claim. We also put a new door in. 

Toby Thomas then called for a report from zoning.
Zoning Inspector Mike Gerlak absent.
Toby Thomas then presented Ordinance 2026-10 An Ordinance Amending Sections 921.10 and 925.07 of the Codified Ordinances, Relative to the Rates for Water and Sewer Service, and Declaring an Emergency. Second Reading. Crabbs made a motion to approve the second reading. Roeder seconded the motion. Roll call – All ayes; No one opposed.

Toby Thomas then presented Resolution 2026-16 A Resolution in the Matter of Determining Emergency Management Service for the Political Subdivision of the Village of New London. Third Reading. Roeder made a motion to approve the third reading. Crabbs seconded the motion. Roll call – All ayes; No one opposed.

Toby Thomas then presented Resolution 2026-20 a Resolution to Approve a Then and Now Certificate for a Purchase Made, and Declaring an Emergency. Emergency Reading. Crabbs made a motion to suspend the rules and allow Resolution 2026-20 to be passed on an emergency measure. Roeder seconded the motion. Roll call: Gerlak, Yes; Roeder, Yes; Hess, Yes; Anderson, Yes; Crabbs, Yes; Fannin, Yes. Roeder made a motion to approve the emergency reading. Fannin seconded the motion. Roll call – All ayes; No one opposed.
Toby Thomas then presented Resolution 2026-21 A Resolution Authorizing the Village Administrator to Enter into and Execute an Agreement with O.R. Colan Associates, LLC for Right-of-Way Acquisition Services Related to the HUR SR 0162-24.18 Right of Way Project, and Declaring an Emergency.  Emergency Reading. 
Mike Crabbs questioned the cost associated with this ordinance. 
Shawn Pickworth explained that the money being used is not village funds. Project money coming from ODOT will be used for this expense.
Roeder made a motion to suspend the rules and allow Resolution 2026-21 to be passed on an emergency measure. Crabbs seconded the motion. Roll call: Gerlak, Yes; Roeder, Yes; Hess, Yes; Anderson, Yes; Crabbs, Yes; Fannin, Yes. Roeder made a motion to approve the emergency reading. Crabbs seconded the motion. Roll call – All ayes; No one opposed.
Toby Thomas then called for Old Business. 
Scheduling a recreation workshop to walk through the recreation park was discussed. Council would like to hold a workshop during the fourth week in May beginning at 6:30 p.m. Joe Thomas will be consulted to see which day would be convenient for him.
Joe Hicks reminded council that they needed to schedule a zoning workshop as Shawn had mentioned in his report.

Council scheduled a zoning workshop for Monday, May 18th at 8 p.m. in council chambers.

Toby Thomas then called for New Business. 
Council discussed the council meeting scheduled for May 25th. Since that is Memorial Day, council decided to move the meeting to Thursday, May 28th at 7 p.m.

Toby Thomas then presented the bills to be paid for approval. Crabbs made a motion to approve the bills as presented. Roeder seconded the motion. Roll call - All ayes; No one opposed.
Steve Roeder made a motion to adjourn. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll call – All ayes; No one opposed.

Nancy Howell


Toby Thomas
Fiscal Officer


Mayor

